


Letter from the Superintendent,
Dr. Robert Beck
Dear Parents,
This past week many of you attended parent-teacher 
conferences. In some cases the conferences were led by 
students as they explained their academic skill develop-
ment and progress. And in some cases students did a ’self-
evaluation’ of their learning.  For example, they wrote and 
spoke about: “ My strengths are...”; “ What I need to work 
on is ...”;” My goal is...”; “I will achieve this goal by...”; 
“People that can help me achieve this goal are...”; “Things 
that might distract me from this goal are...”.  It is important 
to point out that children listed their teachers, parents, and 
even their grandparents, as people who will help them 
achieve their goals.   

Students see you and their teachers as a team.  When the 
team meets, such as at an event like parent-teacher night, 
synergy in learning is created.  Synergy means ‘a combin-
ing or coming together’ to create greater energy.  We know 
students appreciate, and desire, the support that you give 
them in showing interest in what is happening at school.  
This is the case whether the child is a student in our Early 
Childhood Center, in our Elementary School, in our Middle 
School, or in our High School.  When students are asked 
HIV\[�^OV�TVZ[�PUÅ\LUJLZ�[OLPY�H[[P[\KL�HIV\[�SLHYUPUN���
as well as their teachers, they often tell us that “my parents 
interest in what I am doing is very important to me”.

As students mature and take on more responsibility as in-
dependent learners, they also know that we, teachers and 
parents, are always there to support and encourage them.  
And that is exactly what we hope they will always feel.

English Saying

Minette van der Bijl
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